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his deare Brother. 


D Ouing and be. 
IC © loued Brother, I 
doe nowe like 
ſome that haue 
"on | 


to let them paſſe 
the wrong they mought 
Az receive 


... The Epifll 


receiue es, orby 


vntrue C 
ſome ment, which it moughe 
pleaſe any that ſhould ſet them forth 


to beſtow v 
helde it beſt diſcreation to publiſh 
them my ſelfe as they paſſed long a- 
n my pen, without any fur- 
ther diſgrace, then the weakneſle of 
the Author. And as I did euer hold, 
there aun be be at great a vanitie in 
retiring and withdrawing mens con- 
ceites 3 they bee of ſome na- 
ture) from the world, as in obtruding 
them: So in theſe particulars I haue 
pages ny ſelfe the Inquilitor, and 
nd nothing to my vnderſtanding in 
them contratie or inſectious to the 
ſtate of Religion, or manners, but ra- 
ther (as I ſuppoſe) medicinable.On- 
ly I diſliked now to = them out be. 
cauſethey will bee like the late new 
halfe-pence , which though the Sil- 
uer were good, yet ihe peeces 9 


them , Therefore 1 


£ 


Daalaatru t. 
ſmall. But ſince they would not ſtay 
with their Maſter, but would needes 
trauaile abroade, I haue preferred 
them to you that are next my ſelfe, 
Dedicating them, ſuch as they are, 
to our loue, inthe depth whereoſ (l 
r boy 

rmities tranſlated vppon my ſe 
that her Maieſtie mought haue the 
ſeruice of ſo actiue and able a mind, & 
I mought be with excuſe conſinedto 
theſe contemplations & Studies for 
which I am fitteſt, ſo commend I you 
to the preſeruation ofthe diuine Mis 
jeſtie. From my Chamber at Graies 
Inne this 30. of lanuarie. 15 97, 


Tor entire Loning brother. 
Fran. Bacon, 


ESSAIES, 
Of Studies, | : a 


A Tudies ſerue for pat 
times, for ornaments 
& for abilities. Their 
chiefe vſe for paſtie 
me is in priuatenes 8 
and retiring ; for or- 4 
— namente is in diſ- 5 
courſe, and for abilitie is in iudgement. 1 
For expert men can execute, but lear- 9 
ned men are fitteſt to iudge or cenſure. 
Lo ſpend too much time in them 

is ſlouth, to vſe them too much for or- 
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of Studies, 


nament is affe ctation i to make judges 
ment wholly by their rules, is the hu- 
mour of a Schaller, They perfect 
Nature, and are perfected by experi- 
ence. J Craftie men continue them, 
ſimple men adinirè them, wiſe men vſe 
them : For they teach not their one 
yſe, but that is a wiſedome without 
them: and aboue them wonne by ob- 
ſeruation Reade not to contra - 
dict, nor to lieu » but towaigh and 
conſider. J Some bookes are to bee 
taſted, others to bee (wallowed , and 
ſome fe to bee chewed aud diſgeſted: 
That is, ſome bookes are to be read on» 
1 partes, others to be read, but cur - 
rily, and ſome few to be read wholly 
and with diligence and attention. C 
Reading maketh afull man, conference 
a readye man, and writing an exacte 
man. And therefore ifa man write lit« 
tle, he had neede haue a great memorie, 
ifhe conferre little, he = neede haue 


a preſent wit, and if hereade little, he 

had neede haue much cunning,to ſeeme 

to know that he doth not, J 4 
| es 


| . -- 
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ries make men wiſe, Poets wittie: the 
Mathematickes ſubtle , naturall Phy- 
joſophie deepe : Morall graue, Lo- 
gicke and Rhetoricke able to contend, 


Of diſcourſe, 


oOme in their diſcourſe deſire 
rather commendationof wit 
is being able to holde all ar- 
guments, then of iudgement 
in diſcerning what is true, as if it were a 
praiſe to know what 1 be ſaid, and 


not what ſhoulde bee thought. Some 
haue certaine Common places and 
Theames wherein they are good, and 
want varietie, which kinde of pouertie 
is for the molt part ag „ and * 
74 : | - 2 an 
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Of diſcourſe, 

and then ridiculous, « The honou- 
rableſt part of talke, is to guide the oc- 
caſion, and againe to moderate & paſſe 
to ſomewhat elſe. ¶ It is good to vas 

rie and mixe ſpeech of the preſent oc- 
caſion with argument, tales with rea- 
ſons, asking of queſtions, with telling 
of opinions, and ieſt with carneſt, © 

| But ſome thinges are priui ledged from 

jeſt, namely Religion, matters of ſtate, 
great perſons, any mans preſent buſi- 
nelle of importance, and any caſe that 
deſerueth pittie, c He that queſtio- 
neth much ſhall learne much, and con- 
tent much, ſpecially if hee applie his 
queſtions to the skill of the perſon of 
whome he asketh, for he ſhal giue them 
occaſion to pleaſe themſelues in ſpeak« 
ing, and himſelte ſhall continually 
ther knowledge, « Ifyou diſſemble 
ſometimes your knowledge of that you. 
are thought to knowe , you ſhall bes 


thought another time to know that you 
know not. Speech ofa mans ſelſe 
is net =o often, and there is but one, 
caſc, wherin a man may commend him 


ſclfe 


Ae. xy 


ſelfe with good grace, and that is in 


commending vertue in another, eſpeci- 
ally if it be ſuch a vertue, as whereunto 
himſelfe pretendeth , « Diſcretion 
of ſpecch is morethen eloquence, and 
to ſpeake agreably to him, with whome 
we deale is moreth& to ſpeake in good 
wordes or in good order. « Agood 
continued ſpeeeh withouta good ſpeech 
of interlocution ſheweth ſlowneſle: and 
a good reply or ſecond ſpeech, without 
a good ſer ſpeech ſheweth ſhallowneſle 
and weaknes, as wee ſec in beaſtes that 
thoſe that are weakeſt in the courſe are 
yet nimbleſt in the turne. « Tovſe 
too many circumſtances ere one come 
to the matter is weariſome, to vſe none 


at all is blunt. | 
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17 ofceremamies and Reſpetts. 


Of Ceremonies and 


Reſpectes. 


E that is onely reall had need 
naue exceeding great parts of 
Nvertue, as 2 had neede 
bee rich that is ſet without 
foyle. «© But commonly it is in praiſe 

as it is in gaine . For as the prouerbe is 

true, T hat light gaines make beauis Pur- 

7 fes: Becauſe they come thicke, whereas 
great come but now and then, ſo it is as 

true that ſal matters winne great com · 
mendation: becauſe they are continu- 

ally in vſe and in note, whereasthe oc- 

caſion of any great vertue commeth but 

on holy-daies. J To attaine good 
formes, it ſufficeth not to deſpiſe them, 

for ſo ſhal a man obſerue them in others 


and 


Of Ceremonies and Reſpecti. 4 
and let him truſt himſelfe with the reſt; 
for if he care to expreſſe them hee ſhall 
leeſe their grace, which is to be naturall 
and vnaffected. Some mens behauiour 
is like a verſe wherein euery ſillable is 
meaſured. How can a man comprehend 
great matters that breaketh his minde 
too much to ſmall obſeruations © 
Not to vie Ceremonies at all, is to teach 
others not to vie them againe, and ſo 
diminiſh his reſpect; eſpecially they be 
not to bee omitted to ſtraungers and 
ſtrange natures: J Amongſt a mans 
Peires a man ſhall be ſure of familiaritie, 
and therefore it is a good title to keepe 
ſtate; amongſt a mans inferiours one 
ſhall be ſure of reuerence, and therefore 
it is good alittle to be familiar. C Hee 
that is too much in any thing, ſo that he 
giue an other occaſion of ſatietie, ma- 
keth himſelfe cheape J To applie 
ones ſelſe to others is good, ſo it be with 
demonſtration that a man doth it vpon 
regard, and not vpon facilitie. © Ir 
is a good precept generally in ſecon- 
ding another: yet to adde ſomewhat of 
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Of followers and friends. 
ones owne; as if you will graunt his opi- 
nion, let it be with ſome di ſtinction, if 
you wil follow his mot ion, let it be with 
condition; if you allow his counſel), let 
it be with alleadging further reaſon, 


fol 
friends. 


= while a man ma- 
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2 3 Oſtly followers are not to be 
JN | 
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keth his traine longer, hee 
make his wings ſhorter, I rec- 
kon to be coſtly not them alone which 
cCharge the purſe, but whichare weary- 
ſome and importune in ſures, Ordinary 
following ought to challenge no higher 
conditions then countenance , recome 
mendation and protection from wrong. 
J Factious followers are worſe to 
be liked, which follow not vpon aftecs 
49 b '. non 


tion to bim with whome tbey raunge 
themſelues, but vpon diſcontentment 
concciucd againſt ſome other, xhereup- 
on commonly inſueth that ill intelli- 
gence that Me many times {ce between 
great perſonages. J The following 
by certaine States anſwereable to that 
which a great perſon lumſelte profeſ- 
ſeth, as of Souldiers to him that hath 
beene imployed in the watres, and the 
like hath euer beene a thing ciuile, and 
well taken euen iu Monarchies, ſo it be 
vithout too much pompe or populari- 
tie. I But the moſt honorable kind 
of following is to bee followed, as one 
that apprehendeth to aduance vertue 
& deſert in all ſartes of perſons,aod yet 
where there is no eminent oddes in luf- 
ficiencie, it is better to take with the 
more paſſable, tien with the more able. 
In gouernment it is good to vſe men of 
* equally, tor, to countenance 
ſonſe extraordinarily, is to make them - 
inſolente, and the reſt diſcontent, 
becauſe they may claime a due, But in 
tauours to vſe men with much diffe- 
8 rence 
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Of followers and friends, 
ence and election is good, for it maketh 
the perſons preferred more thank efull, 
and the reſt more officious, becauſe all 
is of fauour. © It is good not to make 
too much of any man at firſt, becauſe 
one cannot holde out that proportion. 


¶ To be gouerned by one is not good, 
aud to be diſtracted with many is worſe; 
but to take aduiſe of friends is euer ho- 
norable: For looktrs on times ſee 
more then gameſtert, Aud the vale beſt diſ- 
conereth the hill. © There is little friend- 
ſhip in the worlde, and leaſt of all be- 
twieene equals, which was wont to bee 

' magnified. That that is, is betweene ſu- 
periour and inferiour , whoſe furtunes 
may comprehend the one the other. 


Of 
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Of Sutes, 


taken, and man d mate 
R ters with ill e Some 
embrace Sutes which neuer 
meane to deale effectually in them. But 
if they ſee there may be life in the mat · 
ter by ſome other meane, they will be 
content to winne a thanke or take a ſe · 
cond reward. Some take holde of Sutes 
onely for an oc caſion to crolle ſome o- 
ther, ot to make an information wher- 
of they could not otherwiſe haue an apt 
precept, without care what become of 
the Sute, when that turne is ſerued. 
Nay ſome vndertake Sutes with a full 
purpoſe to let them fall, to the endè to 

Fgratiſie 


+ 
G «4 — CI IE — ines * 1 * Ann ̃ 2 


, | | — 
| | 5 
| | Of Swtevs, | 


| | 
| 
| 


[ 


gratifie the aduerſe partie or competi- 
tor: C Surely there is in ſorte a right 
in euerie Sute, either a right of equitie, 
if it be a Sute of controuerſie; or a right 
of deſert, if it bee a Sute of petition. If 
aſtection leade a man to fauor the wrong 
ſide in iuſtice, let him rather vſe his 
countenance to compound the matter 
then to carrie it. If affection lead a man 
to fauour the leſſe worthy in deſert, let 
him doe it, without deprauing or diſab- 
ling the better deſcruer . In Sutes 
a man doth not well vnderſtand, it is 
good to referre them to ſome friend of 
truſt and iudgement, that may reporte 
whether he may deale in them with ho- 
nor. ©C. Suters are ſo diſtaſted with 


delaies and abuſes, that plaine dealin 


in denying to deale in Sutes at firſt, an 


reporting the ſucceſle barely, and in 


2 no more thankes then one 
hath deſerued, is growen not onely ho- 
nourable but alſo gracious. In Sutes 
of fauour the fir it comming ought-to 

take little place, ſo far forth conſiderati- 
on may bee had of his truſt, that if intel 
| ligence 


challendging 


Of Saters, \ - ” 


lizenceof the matter coulde not other- 
wiſe haue beene had but by him, aduan- 
tage be not taken of the note. To 
be ignorant of the value ofa Sute is ſim. 
plicitie, as well as to be ignorant of the 
right thereof is want of conſcience. C 
Secrecie in Sutes is a great meane of 
obtaining, for voicing them to bee in 
forwardnes may diſcourage ſome kinde 
of ſyters, but doth quicken and awake 
others, ¶ Buttyming of the Sutes is 
the principall, tyming Taye not onel 


in reſpect of the perſon that ſhoulde 
graunt it, but in reſpett of thoſe which 
are like to croſſe it , Nothing is 


thought ſo eaſie a requeſt to a great per- 


ſon as his letter, and yet if it bee not in 


a good cauſe, it is ſo much ont of his re- | 
putation. . | 


Of Expence. 


FSIEF] Iches are for ſpending, and 
MERE ſpending for honour & good 
jo . actions. Therefore extraor- 
g ſic Expence muſt bee li- 
mited by the worth of the occaſionʒ for 
voluntarie vndoing may bee as well for 
a mans countrie, as for the kingdome of 
heauen. But ordinarie expence ought to 
bee limited by a mans eſtate, and go- 
uerned with ſuch rogers as it be with- 


in his e eee, not ſubiect to de- 
ceite and abuſe of ſeruants, and order - 


ed to the beſt ſhew, that the Bils maye 


be leſle then the eſtimation abroad. 

It is no baſenes for the greateſt to deſ- 
cend and looke into their owne eſtate. 
Some forbeare it not vpon negligence 


alone, 


* 


of Expenc 


A 3 
alone, but doubting to bring themſclues 
into Melancholy in reſpect they ſhall 
finde it broken. But Wonndes cammot bes 
cured without ſearching « 4 Hee that 
cannot looke into his owne eſtate, had 
neede both chooſe well thoſe whom he 
imployeth, yea and change them after. 
For new ars more timerous and leſſe 
ſubtle. « In clearing ofa mans eſtate, 
hee may as well hurt himſelfe in being 
too ſuddaine, as in letting it runne on 
too long, for haſtie ſelling is commons 
ly as diſaduantageable as intereſt . 4 
He that hath a ſtate to repaire may not 
| _— ſmall things;and commonly it is 
leſſe diſhonourable to abridge pettie 
charges then to ſtoupe to pettie get- 
tings, J Aman ougght warily to be- 
gin charges, which once begunne muſt 
continue. But in matters that returne 
not, he may be more magnificent. 
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of Regiment of belth. 
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Here is a wiſdome in this be- 
JP, Z yond the rules of Phiſicke, A 
mans owne obſcruation what 
| he finds good of, and what he 
findes hurt of, is che beſt Phyſicke to 
preſerue health, Bur it is a Cafer conclu - 
Pont to ſay, This agreethwell with me, 
therefore I will continue it, then this I 
finde no offence, of this therefore I ma 
vſe it. For ſtrength of nature in yout 
paſſeth ouer many excelles , which are 
owing a mantill his age. « Diſcerne 
of the comming on ofyeares, and thinke 
not to doe the ſame things (till, ¶ Be- 
ware of any ſuddain change in any great 


; joe 


Of Regiment of health, 


oint of diet, and if neceſſitie inforceit, 
5 thereſttoit. © To be free minded, 
and chearcfully diſpoſed at howers of 
meate, and of ſleepe, and of exerciſe, is 
the beſt precept of long laſting . & If 
you flie Phyle in health 2 er 
it will be too ſtrange to your body, 
you ſhiall neede it, if you make it too fa- 
miliar, it will worke no extraordinarie 
ellect when ſickneſle commeth, Deſ- 
piſe no new accident in the body, but 
as ke opinion of it. In ſickeneſſe re- 
ſpect health principally, and in health 
action. For thoſe that put their bodies 
to indure in health, may in moſt ſicke- 
neſles which are not very ſharpe, be cu- 
red onelye with diet and tendring , 
II Phyſitians are ſome of them fo 

pleaſing and conformable to the hu« 
mours of the patient, as they preſſe not 
the true cure of the diſcaſc;zand ſome o- 
ther are ſo regular in proceeding accor- 


ding to Arte tor the diſeaſe, as they re- 


ſpect not ſufficiently the cõdition of the 
patient, Take one ofa middle temper, 
or if it may not bee found in one man, 
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, Of Hdnour and reputation. 
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Of Honour and re- 


putation, 


— — — 


He winning of Honour is 

| 5 but the reuealing of a 
Ty mans vertue and worth 
N 1] without.diſaduantage, for 
Bea 3227) ſome in their actions doe 
affect Honour and reputation, which 
ſort of men are commonly much talked 
of, but inwardly little admired: and 
ſome darken their vertue in the ſhew of 
it, ſo as they be vnder-yalewed in opi- 
nion. J Ita manperforme that which 
hath not beene attempted before or at- 
tempted and giuen ouer, or hath beene 
atchieued, but not with ſo good circum- 
ſtance, he ſhall purchaſe more Honour 
then by effecting a matter of greater 


Of Hmnour and reputation, 10 


difficultie or vertue, wherein he is but 


a follower , Ia man ſo temper his 


actions as in ſome one of them hee doe 


content euerie faction or combination 
of people, the Muſicke will be the ful- 
ler. J A man is an ill husband of his 


Honour that entereth into any action, 


the failing wherein may diſgrace him 
more then the carrying of it through 
can Honour him. / Diſcreete fol- 
lo · vers helpe much to reputation C 

Enuie which is the canker of Honour, is 
beſt extinguiſhed by declaring a mans 
ſelfe in his ends, rather to ſecke merite 
then fame, and by attributing .a mans 
ſacceſſes rather to diuine prouidence & 
felicitie then to his vertue or pollicie. 
The true Marſhalling of che degrees 


of Soueraigne honour are theſe. In the 


firſt place ate Conditores, founders of 
ſtares, In the ſecond place are Legiſlato- 
res Lawgiuers , ch are alſo called ſe- 
cond founders, or Perpetui principet, be- 


cauſe they gouerne by their ordinances 


aſcer they are gone. In the third place 
are Liberatores, ſuch as compound the 
long 
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/ Honour and reputation, 


long miſeries of ciuill warres , or deli- 


uer their Countries from ſeruitude of 


ſtrangers or tyrants. In the fourth place 


are Propagatores or Propugnatores impe- 


rü, ſuch as in honourable warres en- 
1 their territories, or make noble 
defence againſt Inuaders. And in the 


laſt place are Patres patria, which raigne 


iuſtly and make the times good where- 
in they liue. Degrees of honour in ſub- 
iects are firſt Participes curarum, thoſe 
vpon home Princes doe diſcharge the 
greateſt waight of their affaires, their 
Right handes (as wee call them.) The 
next are Duces belli, great leaders, ſuch 
as are Princes, Lieutenants, & do them 


notable ſeruices in the wars. The third 


are Grat ioſi, fauorites, ſuch as exceede 


not this ſcantling to bee ſollace to the 
Soueraigne, and harmeleſſe to the peo- 
ple. And the fourth Negotiis pares, ſuch 
as haue great place vnder Princes, and 
execute their places with ſufficiencie. 


Of 
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Of Faction. 


Anie haue a newe wiſedome, 
indeed, a fond opinionz That 
Y for a Prince to gouerne his 


8 


e eſtate, or for a great perſon to 
gouerne his proceedings according to 
the reſpects of Factions, is the principal 
part of pollicie, Whereas contrariwiſe, 
the chiefeſt wiſedome is either in order- 


enerall, and 


ing thoſe things which a 


re 
wherein men of ſcuerall Factions doe 


neuertheleſſe agree, or in dealing with 
correſpondence to particular perſons 
one by one, But I ſay not that the conſi · 
deration of Factions is tobe neglected. 


Meane men muſt adheare, but 


great men that haue 2 in them» 
N 


— 


ſelues 


of Fattion, 
ſelues were better to maintaine theme 
ſelues indifferent and neutrall;yet euen 
in beginners to adheare ſo moderatly, as 
he be a man of the one Faction, which 
is paſſableſt with the other, commonly 
giueth beſt way . J The lower and 


9 weaker Faction is the firmer in coniun- 
| ion . When one of the Factions 
„ is extinguiſhed , the remaining ſubdi- 
j uideth which is good for a ſecond Facti- 
= |: on. It is commonly ſeene that men once 


| placed, take in with the contraric facti - 
* on to tliat by which they enter. « The 
1 Traitor in Factions lightly goeth away 
. vrith it, for when matters haue ſtucke 
'N long in ballancing,the winning of ſome 
„ one man caſteththem, and hee getteth 
* | all the thankes, 


Of 


Of Negociating. 


T. is generally better to deale 
vl dy ſpeech then by letter, and 
8 E by the mediation ofa thirde 
==" then by a mans ſelfe. Letters 
are good when a man woulde draw an 
anſwere by letter backe againe, or whe 
it may ſerue for a mans iuſtification af · 
terwards to produce his owne letter. To 
deale in perſon is good when a mans 
face breedes regard, as commonly with 
inferiours Fin choyce of inſtru- 
mẽts it is better to chooſe men of a plai- 
ner ſorts that are like to doe that that 
is committed to them, and to reporte 
backe againe faithfully the ſucceſſe, 


C4 then 


= * 444 ͤ ͤ „ P „ „ͤ« A * : 7 a 
— * 1 TT TE” - . _ ts, eee 0 IS 
—_ 
G Wn, — 


diſcouer or NR men diſcouer 


i offs | 
/ Negoriating, | 
then thoſe that are Cunning to contriue 
out of other mens buſineſſe ſomewhat 


to grace themſelues, and will helpe the 


matter in reporte for ſatisfactions ſake, 


© lt u better to ſound a perſon with 


 Whome one deales a farre off, then to fal 


vppon the pointe at firſt , except you 
meane to ſurpriſe him by ſome ſhorte 
queltion , © Iltis better dealing with 
men in appetite then with thoſe which 
are where they would be. J Ifa man 
deale with an other vppon conditions, 
the ſlarte or firſt pertormance is all, 
which a man can not reaſonably de- 
unde, except either the nature ofthe 

thing be ſuch which mult goe before, ar 

elſe a man can petſwade the other par · 

tie that he ſhall ſtill neede him in ſome 
other thing, or elſe that he bee counted 
the honefter wan. All practiſe is to 


themſelues in truſt, in paſsion, at vn- 


ares & of neceſʒitie, xhen they would 

hauf ſome what donne, and cannot find. 

i, WAIT If you would worke any 
man, you mu 


* + - 
* 
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either know his nature. 
9 and 


Of Negociating, L 
and faſhions and ſo leade him, or his 
ends, and ſo winne him, or his weake- 
neſſes or diſaduantages,and ſo awe him, | 
or thoſe that haue intereſt in him and fo 
gouerne him, © In dealing with cun- 
ning perſons,we mult euer conſider 

their endes to interpret their 
ſpeeches, anditis good to 
ay little to them, and 
that which they leaſt 
looke for . 
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De operibus Dei,& homi- 
is | 
De miraculis Seruatoris 


De columbina innocentia, 


& ſerpentina prudentia 
De exaltatione Charitatis 
De menſuta curarum | 
De Spe terreſtri 


De Hypocritis. 


De impoſtoribus. 
De generibus Impoſturæ. 
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lo De Atheiſmo. 


11 De Hæreſibus. 
Iz De Eccleſia, & Scripturis 
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[4:28 De operibus Det & 


hominis. 


CD 


di Deus omnia qua fice- 
YA rant manu eius, & erant 
Lana nimis homo autem 
conuerſus, vt videret ope · 
r4 que fecerunt manus e- 
ins, inuenit quod omnia erant vanitas, & 
vexatio ſpiritus, 
ware ſi opera Dei operaberis , ſuder 
tuns vs Vuguentum aramatum, C feria - 
tis tua vt Sabathum Dei, Laborabis in 
ſudore bone conſcientia , & ſeriabere in 
oioſuaniſiime contomplationit. Si autem 


16 
„ » ><A. 


. 
| 
10 4 


poſt 


Meditationes Sacre 

poſt magnalia hominum perſequeris, erit 
tibi in oper ando ſlimulus & anguitia, & 
in recordando faſtidinm, & exprobratio, 
Etmeritò tibi euenit ( homo) vt cum tw 
qui es opus Dei, non retribuas ei benepla- 
certiam; etiam opera tua redgant tibi 
fruclum ſimilem amaritudinis. 


41 1 (BU 
1 De miraculis Ser- 
HEE uatoris. 


Bene omnia fecit. 


u plauſus ; Peus cum vni- 

reerſa crearet , vidit quod ſin- 

| N gula, & omnia erant bona ni. 

| mi. Deus verbum in miraculis qua edi- 
"i dit (omne autem miraculum eſt noua cre- 
1 4110, & non ex RO creationis) nil 
facere voluit, quod non gratiam , & be- 
Moſes edidit 

mir. ic ula, 


neficentiam onininò ſdiraret. 


 Meditationes Sacre. 2 


miracula, & profligantt Ægiptias peſti- 
bus multis; Tl e 8! — 1a 
ne plureret ſuper terram; e rurſus eduxit 
decelo ignem dei ſuper duces, & color- 
te; Elizens edidit, & cuocauit vrſasꝰ de- 
ſerto qua lantarent impuberes , Petrus 
CA naniam ſacrilegum bypocritam mor 
te, Paulus Elimam magum cacitate 
enſiit : Sed nilil huiuſmodi ſecit Teſus, 
Deſcendit ſuper eum ſpiritus in forma co- 
lumbs, de quo dixit , Neſcitis cuius 
e ſitis, Piritus leſu, ſpiritus co- 
umbinus, ſuerunt illi ſerui ati, tangquam 
bones dei triturantes granum, & concui- 
cantes paleam : (ed Ieſus Agnus dei ſine 
ira, 4 indicys, Omnia eius miracula cir- 
ca corpus humanum, & doctrina eius cir- 
ca animam humanam. Indiget corpus bo- 
minis alimento, defence externis, & 
curl. Iilt multitudinempiſcium in reii- 
bu a , vt vber iorem vic lam 
hominibuz preberet, ille alimentum aqua 
in aignius alimentum vini ad * 


' Mediationes'Sacrz. © 
dum cor hominis connertit. Ille ficum, 
quod officio ſuo ad quod deſtinatum fuit, 
ad cibum hominis videlicet non fungere- 
Fur, arefieri inſsit.Ulle penuriam piſcium, 
0 3 ad alendum exercitum populi 
dilatauit- Ille ventos quod nauigantibus 
minarentur corripuit- Ille claudis motum 
c encis lumen, mutis ſermonem, lunguidis 
ſanitatem, leproſis carnem mundam, de- 
moniacis animum integrum, mortuis vi- 
tam reſtituit , Nullum miraculum indi 
cij, omnia beneficentie , & circa corpus 
humanum nam circa diuitias non eſt dig- 
natusedere miracula, niſi hoc vnicum, vr 
tributum daretur Caſari. 


De 


Meditationes Sacrx. 3 


De Columbina innocen- 


tia, & Serpentina 
prudentia. 


Non accipit ſtultus verba pruden- 


tiæ, niſi ea dixeris quæ verſantur 


in corde eius. 


SEESA/ dicio hominis deprauato & 
25 Wy corrapto, omnia que adhibe- 
=D Coy tur erudite & perſuaſis irrita 

e, & deſpectui que non ducit 


exordium 4 detectione, & xepreſentatis- 
ne malæ complexionis animi ſanandi, 


 quemadmodum inutiliter adhibetur me- 


dicina non pertentato vulnere . Nam ho- 


mines malitioſi, qui nihil ſani cogitant, 
præoccupant hoc ſibi, vt putent bonitatem 
ex ſimplicitate morum, ac inſcitia qua- 
dam, & imperitia rerum rum 
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Meditationes Sactx. 


gient. Quare mſi perſpexerint ea que 


verſantur in corde ſuo, id eſt, penitiſsi- 
mas latebras malitiæ ſue perluſtratas eſſe, 
ei qui ſuaſum molitur, de ridiculs habent 


| wverba pr udenti e 3 It 47. a qu ad bonita- 


tem aſpirat, non ſolitariam, & particu- 
larem, ſed ſeminalem , & genitinam que 
alios trahat, dcbent eſſe omnino nota,que 
ile vocat Protunda Satanæ; vt loqua- 


tur cum auctoritate & inſinuatione ve- 


ra. Hinc eſt illud, Omnia probate, 
quod bonum eſt tenete . - Inducens 
electionem indicioſam ex generali exami- 
natione: Ex codem fonte eft illud;Eſtore 
prudentes ſicut ſerpetes,innocetes ſi- 
cut columhæ. Nom eſt deus ſerpentis nec 
venenum nec aculeus, quæ non probata de- 
beant eſſe, nec pollution? quis timeat, nam 
& ſol ingreditur latrinas, nec inquina- 
tur, nec quis fe deum tentart credat nam 


ex præceptoeſt, Et ſufficiens eſt Deus vt 
vos immaculatos cuſtodiat. 


| 


De 


De a Cha 


ritatis. 


Si gauiſus ſum ad ruinam eius quic o- 
derat me, & exaltaui quòd inue- 


niſſet eum malum. 


11. 


9 
A Jer federe vtilitatis, 


re, e charitas anorum 
Verſus ini- 
— ices autens bene animatos eſſe, eſt ex qpi- 


— - 


cibus iuris Chriſtiani, & imitatis diui- 


nitatis. Rurſus _ huins charitatis 
complures ſunt gradus , quorum primus 


quidem c . etiam apud ge- 
neroſas feras umbra quædam, oped ge 
reperitur; nam C leones in ſe e ſubmitten- 
tes, & proſternentes non wvlterius ſæuire 


perhibentar . * 2 eft inimi- 


cis 


N Eteſatio Tob, amicos * 


2-0 micis reſt fee ignoſcere, ac 
uius 
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Meditationes Sacræ 
cis ignoſcere, licet ſint duriores , & abſq, 
reconciliationum piaculit. T ertins gradus 
ent non tantum veniam, gratiam ini- 
micis largiri, ſed etiam merita, & bene- 
fſcia in eos conferre. Sed habent hi gradus, 
aut habere poſſunt, neſcio quid potius ex 
oſtentatione, aut ſaltem anims magnitudi- 
ne quàm ex charitale pura. Nam cùm 

uis virtutem ex ſe emanare, & effluere 

entit, fieri poteſt vt is efferatur, & poti- 
Ks 3 = fructu ve pid & 
bono  proximi delettetur . Sed ſi aliunde 
mala aliquod inimicum tuum deprehens. 
dat, & tuininterioribys cellulis cordis 
graueris, & anguſlieris nec,quaſy dies vi. 
tionis, & vindictæ tuæ adueniſſet, læte- 


ris; hoc ego faſtigium, & exaltationem 


charitatis eſſe pono. 


De 


Meditationes Sacræ. 5 


De menſura curarum. 


Sufficit diei malitia ſua, 


ond eſſe in curis humanis de. 
"Fo | 


1 E 0 Jug animum opprimant, & 
iudicium confundant, & pro- 


fane, v1 que ſapiant animum, qui perpe. 


tuitatem quandam in rebus mundanis ſibi 


a Hodierni enim debemas eſſe ob 


reuitatem æui. & non craſtini, ſed ut il 


le 1 diem, Erunt enim fu- 


tura præſentia vice ſua; Quare ſufficis 


ſollicitudo preſentium . Neg, tamen cures 


moderate, ſine ſint economice, ſiue publi- 
Ce,ſine rerum mandatarumnotantur.Sed 


hic duplex eſt exceſſus. Primus cum cura- 
rum ſeries in Long itudinem nimiam, & 
tempora remotiora extendimus, ac ſi pro- 


videntiam diuinam apparatu noſtro ligare 


C 3 | poſſemus, 


| 
Mleditationes Sacre 
poſſemus, quod ſemper etiam apud Ethni- 
cos inſauſtum & inſolens fuit. Fere enim 
qui Fortune multum tribuerunt , & ad 
occ aſiones præſentes alacres , & preſto fu- 
erunt, ſælicitate magna vi ſunt. Qui au- 
tem altum ſapientes omnia curats & me- 
ditata habere confiſi ſunt , infortunia ſub. 
ierunt. Secundus exceſſus eft,cumin caris 
im mor. mur dlutiùs quam * eſt ad inſ- 
tam deliberationem , & ad decretum fa- 
ciendum. Qvuis enim noſiram eſt, qui 
tantum curet, quantum ſufficit , vt ſe ex- 
pbcet, vel ſeſe explicare non poſſe iudicet, 
non eadem [ape retractet; & in eodem 
cogitationum circaitu inutiliter hereat, 

& deniq, enaneſcat ? Quad genus cura- 
rum, & diuinis & humanis ratiouibus 
4duer ſiſcimum eft, 


De 


© 


Medicationes Sacre: 6 
Wn LS 
De Spe terreſtri. 


Melior eſt oculorum viſio , quam a- 
nimi progreſsio. 


in ingenys erauiſcimis eſt, vt 4 ſenſu ſin 
1 3 al 
omnia auzuretur fore talia, quale illud eſt 
quod præſentem 7. e ſo _ 
eſt ſenſus facilis e tndefinitam 

75 ſenſus, ad 5 5 vnde illud, Fal. 
litur augurio ſpes bona ſæpe ſuo, & 

contra illad, Pelsimus in dubijs augur. 
Sed tamen timoris eſt ali quit fructus præ- 
parat enim tolerantiam , & acuit induſ- 
triam; Non vlla laborum © virgo no. 
| 4 ua 


Meditationes Sacrz, 

ua mi facies inopaue ſurgit . Omnia 
£cept, atq, animo mecum ante peregi. 
5 4 . quidda 1 
= enim iſta anticipatio boni? Atten- 
de, ſi minus cucniat bonum quam ſþeres, 
bonum licet ſit, tamen quia minus ſit vi- 
detur damnum potius quam lucrum ob 
exceſſum ſpei. Si par & tantum ſit, & e- 

uentus (it ſpei æqualis, tamen flos boni 
ſpem decerpilur, & videtur fert . 
tum, & faſtidio magis ſinitimum. Si ma- 
tor (it ſucceſſus ſpe, videtur aliquid lucri 
faclum, verum eſt, ſed annon melius fuiſ- 
ſet ſortem lucrifeciſſenihilſperando quam 
wſuram minis ſperands? Atg, in _— ſe- 
cundus ita operatur ſpes; in malis autem 
robur verum auimi ſoluit. Nam neg, ſem- 
per ſpes materia ſuppetit , & deſtitutione 
aliqua vel minima ſpei, vniuerſa fere fir - 
mitudo animi corruit, & minorem efficit 


dignitatem mentis, cum mala tolleramus 
alienatione quadam, & errore mentis, 
nan fortitudine & indicio. Quare ſatis le- 

1 ner 


—— N 
witer fiuxere Poetæ ſpem antidotum 

— n quod dolores e- 
orum mitiget, cum ſit reuera incenſio po. 
tins, & exaſperatio, que eos multiplicari, 
& recrudeſcere facial. Nihilominus fit, 
vt plerig, hominum imaginationibus ſpei 
& progreſsionibus iſtis mentis omnino ſe 
dedant, ingrattg, in præterita obliti ſerꝭ 
preſentium ſemper iuuenes, tantum futu- 
ris immineant. Vidi vniuerſos ambu- 
lantes ſub ſole cum adoleſcente ſe- 
cundo, qui _— poſt eum; quod 
peſsimus motbus eſt, & ſtatus mentis 
inſaniſsimus. Quæras fortaſſe annon me- 
lius ſit , cum res in dubia expectatione 
poſitæ (int, bene diuinare, & potins ſpera- 
re quam diffidere,cum ſpes maiorem tr an- 
quillitatem animi conciliet. Ego ſane in 
omni mora, & expettatione tranquil - 
ſum, & non fluituantem animi ſtatum ex 
bona mentis politia, & compoſitione, 
ſummum humane vite firmamentum iu. 
dico. Sedeam tranquillitatem , que ex 


ſe 
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MedweationesSacrw. 
(pe pendeat, vt leuem c infirmam recuſo. 


Non quia non conueniat tam bona quam 
mala ex (ana & ſabria coniectura præui- 
dere, & præſupponere, vt actiones ad pro- 
babilitatem euentuum magit accommo- 
demus; modo ſit hoc officiu m intellecſus 
ac iudicij cum inſta inclinatione aſſectus. 
Sed wen ita ſpes coercuit; vt cumex 
vigilanti & firmo mentis diſcurſu melio- 

ra, vt magis probabilia ſibi prædixerit, 

non in ipſa boni anticipatione immoratus 
fit, & huiuſmadi cogitationi, vt ſomnis 
placido indulſerit? Atg, hoc oft quod red- 
dit animumlenem , tumidum , inequa- 
lem, peregrin autem. ©uare omnis ſpes in 
futuram vitam caleſtem conſumenda eſt, 
Hic autem quanto purior ſit præſentium 
ſenſiu ab. inſectione, & tinctura ima- 

ginations, tanto prudentior & melior a- 
nima vitæ ſummæ breuis ſpem nos vetat 

meliorare longam. 


De 


Meditationes Sacre. 38 


De Hypocritis. 


Miſericordiam volo, & non Sacrifi- 
cium. 


Peſt in operibus prime tabula 
eis, que eſt de venerationi- 
u, Deo debitis. Ratio duplex 
eff, tum quod huiuſirodi opera maiorem 
Haben pompam Sanctitatis, tum quod 
cupiditatibus corum minus aduer ſentur. 
Itag, redargutio hypocritarum eſt , vt ab 
operibus ſacrificy remittantur ad opera 
miſericordie, unde illud, Religio mun- 
da & immaculata apud Deum & paz 
trem hæc eſt, viſitare pupillos & vi- 
duas intribulatione eorum, & illud, 
Qui non diligit fratrem ſuum quem 
vidit, Deum quem non vidit quomo- 
do poteſt diligere? Quidam 44. 
ores 


bY Anis iattatio Hypocrit arum 
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Meditationes Sacre. 
tioris & inflatioris Hypocri ſiæ ſeipſss de. 
cipientes, & exiſtimantes ſe arctiore cum 
Deo con derſatione dignos,officia charita- 
tis in proximum vt minors negligunt. 
ui error monaſtice vite non principi- 
um quidem dedit , (nam initia bona fue- 
runt,) ſed exceſſum addidit . Rectè enim 

um eſt, Orandi munus magnum 

e munus in eccleſia, & ex vſu eccle- 
re eſt, vt ſint cætus hominum 4 munda- 
nis curis ſoluti, qui aſsiduis c deuotis pre- 
cibus Deum pro eccleſiæ ſtatu ſollicitent. 
Sed huic ordinationi illa hypocriſia fini- 
tima elt, nec uniuerſa inſlitutioreproba- 
tur, ſed ſpiritus illi ſe efferentes cohiben- 
tur: nam & Enoch qui ambulauit cum 
Deo, prophetizauit , vt eſt apud Tudam, 
ai fruclum ſue prophetiæ eccleſiam do- 
nauit. Et Johannes Bapt. quem Princi- 
pem quidam vitæ mona/lice volunt, mul- 
to miniſlerio ſunctus eff tun prophetiza- 
tionis, tum Bapticationis. Nam ad alias 
iſtas in deum of fictoſos reſertur illa inter- 
rogatio, 


MA 
TY 


Meditationes Sacre. 9 
rogatio, Si iuſtè egeris, quid donabis 
Deo, aut quid de manu tua accipiet. 
Qu ire opera miſerecordiæ ſunt opera aiſ- 
crctionis hypocritarum. Contra autem fit 
cum hereticis, nam vt hypocrite ſimula- 


ta ſua ſanctitate verſus Deum, iniurias 


ſuas verſus homines obducunt, ita hereti- 


ci moralitate quadam verſus homines, 
blaſphemias ſuas contra Deum inſinuant. 


De Impoſtoribus. 


Siue mente excedimus Deo, ſiue ſo- 
brit ſumus vobis. 


RE Eraeſt iſta effigies, & verum 
\ 


| FM WM temperamentum viri, cui Re- 


io penitis in præcordijs inſe- 
dit, er veri eperary Dei. Con- 


werſatio ei que cum Deo eſt, plena exceſ 
ſus, & eli, & extaſis. Hinc gemitus in- 


Mabiles, & exultationes, & raptus ſpiri. 
. tas 
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Meditationes Sacry 
tus, & agones. At que cum hominibus 
eſt, plewa manſuctudinis, & ſobrietatis, 
& merigerationis, Hine Omniaomni- 
bus factus ſum, & huinſmodi . Contra 
fit in ſypocritis & impoſtoribus: Ii enim 
in populo & eccleſia incendunt ſe & ex- 
cedunt, & velutt ſacris furoribus afflati 
omnia miſcent. Si quis autem eorum ſolt- 
tudines, & ſeparatas meditationes, & 
cum Deo conuerſationes introſpiciat, de- 
prehenact eas non tantum frigidas, & ſine 
motu, ſeaplenas malitiæ & fermenti, ſo- 
bry Deo, mente excedentes populs. 


Meditationes Sacre, * 10 


De generibus m- 
| poſturx. 


Deuita prophanas vocum nouitates, 
& oppoſitiones falſi nominis ſci- 
entiæ. 1 
Ineptas & aniles fabulas deuita. 

Nemo vos decipiat in ſublimitate 

ſermonum. 


Y Res ſunt ſermones, & veluti 
eilt impoſturæ. Primum genus 
A eorum qui ſtatim vt aliquã 
materiam nac l]i ſunt, artem conficiunt, 
vocabul a artis imponũt, omnia in diſtin- 
criones redigun!, inde Poſt vel themata 
educunt, & ex queſtionibus, & reſponſio- 


nibus oppoſitiones conficiunt; I inc Scho- 
lafticorum quiſquilie & turbæ. Secun- 

dum genus eft eorum, qui vanitate inge- 
| | | $5 ny, | 


Mleditationes Sacre. 

ah, vt ſacri quidem Poetæ, omnem ex- 
emplorum varictatem ad mentes homi- 
num trac tandis confingunt, vnde vite 
patrum, & antiquorum hereticorum fig- 
menta innumera. T ertium genus eorum, 
qui myſleris, & grandiloquijs, allegorijs, 
& alluſionibus omnia implet: quod genus 
myſticum & gnoſlicum complures heære- 
ici ſibi delegerunt. Primum genus ſenſum 
& captum hominis illaqueat, ſecundum 
allicit, tertium ſiupefacit, ſeducum vers 


| 11 omnia. 


De Atheiſmo. 


Dixit inſipiens in corde ſuo, non eſt 
Deus. 


cogitauit incorde; hoc eſt, non 
tun ita ſentit penitus, ſed vult 
loc credere, quoniam expedire 
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Meditationes Sactz.” . 
ſibi videt, vt non ſit Deus omni ratione 
ſibs hoc ſuadere, & in animum inducere 
conatur; & tanquam thema aliquod, vel 
poſitum, vel placitum aſſerere, & aſtrue- 
re, & firmare ſtudet. Manet tamen ille 
igniculus luminis primi, quo Diunita- 
tem agnoſcimus, quem prorſus extingue- 
re, & ſtimaulum illum ex corde eueilert 
fruſtra nititur. Quare ex malitia volun- 
tatis ſue, & non ex natius ſenſu, & iudi. 
cio hoc ſupponit, vt ait comicus Poeta, 
Tunc animus meus acceſsit ad meam 
ſententiam, quaſi ipſe alter eſſet ab ant · 
mo ſuo. Itaq CAtheiſta magis dixit in 
corde, quam ſentit in corde, quod non ſit 
Deus. Secundo, dixit in cord, non ove lo- 
cutus eſt, ſed notandum eſt hoc metu legis 
& ſamefieri, Nam vt aitille, Negare 
Deos difficile eſt in concione populi, 
ſed in conceſſu familiari expeditum. 
Nam ſy hoc uinculum tollatur e media, 
non eſi hereſis que maiore ſiudio ſe pande- 


re, & fpargere, & multiplicare nitatur 
1 uam 


Meditationes Sacræ. 


quam Atheiſmus . Nec wideas eos qui 


in banc mentis inſaniam immerſi ſunt a- 
Lud ferè ſprrare, & importunè inculcare, 


quam verba atheiſr mi, vt in Lucretio E pi. 


cureo, qui ſerè ſuam in Religionem inue- 
ctiuam ſingulis alys ſubiectis intercula- 
rem ſacit. Ratio videtur eſſe, quod Athe- 
iſta cum ſibi non ſatis cequieſcat æſtuans, 
nec ſibi ſatiſcredens, & crebza ſue opinio- 
nis deliquia in interioribus paticns ab ali- 
orum aſſenſu refocillari cupit. Nam recte 
dictum eſt. Quialteri opinionem ap- 
probare ſedulò cupit , ipſe ditfidit. 
Tertiò inſipiens eſt, qui hoc in corde dixit, 
quod veriſiimum eſt , non tantum quod 
diuina non ſapiat, ſed etiam ſecundum ho- 
minem. Primo enim ingenia, quæ ſunt in 
Aiheiſmaum proniora, videes ſerè leuia, 


c dicacia, & audacula, & inſolentia: e- 
ius deniq; compoſitionts , que prudentiæ, 
& grauitati morum aduerſiſrma eſt, Se- 
cundo inter viros politicos,qui altioris in- 
geny & latiors cordis fuernnt , Religis- 

em 


Meditationes Sacry. 12 
nem non arte quadam adpopulum adhi- 
buerunt,ſed interiore dogmate coluere,ut 
Jui prouidentiæc) fortune plurnmũ tribu 

 erint.Citra qui art1 bus ſuis, & maduſlrys, 
& cnſis proximis , & apparentibus om- 
nia aſcripſerunt. & vt ait Prophrta, Re- 
tibus ſuis immolarunt, puſitlifucrunt 
politici, & circu:nfotanei, & magni- 
tudinis actionum incapaces. Tertiꝭ, in 
phyſicis & illud affirmo parum Philoſo- 
phie naturalis , & in ea progreſſum limi- 
narem ad Atheiſmum opiniones inclina- 
re. Contra mul n Philoſophie naturalis, 
& progreſſum in ea penetrantem ad Reli- 
gionem animos circumferre. Quare athe- 
zſmus ſlultitie & inſcitie vbig, conuict;- 
#5 eſſe videtur, vt merito ſit dictum , In- 
ſipientium non eſt Deus. « 


De 


E 2 


leuior contemplatio poteſlatis dei. Volun- 
tas dei reuelatur magis per ſcripturas 


17 Ut 
Meditationes Sacræ. 


DcHereſibus 


Erratis neſcientes ſcripturas , neque 
poteſtatem Dei. 


393 of 
ra, 3 . 


RES Anon iſte mater omnium ca- 
1 (S2> (3 nonum aduerſus hereſes . Du- 
| N plex erroris canſa ignoratio vo- 


a 
{AG 
10 4 
luntatis Dei, & ignoratio, vel 


— 


ſcrutamini, poteſl as magis per creaturas 
contemplamini. Ita 1 plenitudo 
poteſtatis Dei, ne maculemus volunta. 
tem. Ita aſſcrenda bonitas voluntatis, ne 
minuamus poteſt atem. Itaq; Religio vera 
ſitaeſt in mediocritate inter ſuperititio- 
nem cum hereſibus ſuperſtiſioſis ex una 
parte, & Atheiſmum cum he reſibus pro- 
phanis ex altera. Superſtitio repudiata 
luce ſcripturarum, ſeg, dedem 8 

| ut 


Meditationes Sacrz. 13 
bus prauis vel apocryphis , & nonts rene 
lationibus, wel falſis interpretationibus 
ſcripturarum multa de voluntate Dei fin. 
git, & ſomniat, 4ſcripturts deuia & alies 
1. Atheiſmus autem & T heomachia con- 
tra poteſtatem Det inſurgit, & tumultu- 
atur, verbo dei non credens, quod volun- 
tatem eius reuclat ob incredulitatem po- 
teſtatis eius, cui omnia ſunt poſsibilia. He- 
reſes autem que ex iſto fonte emanant, 
grauiores videntur ceteris. Nam & in po- 
litys atracius eſt poteſtatem & maieſtatem 
minuere, quam ſamam principis notare. 
Hæreſium autem que poteſtatem Dei mi- 
nunt, præter Atheiſmum purum tres ſunt 
gradus, habentq, vnum & idem myſteri. 
um : (Nam omnis antichriſtianiſmus o- 
peratur in myſterio, id eſt ſub imagine bo- 
vi) hoc ipſum, vt volunt atem dei ab om- 
aſperſione malitiæ liberet. Primus gra- 
dus eſt eorum, qui duo principia conftitu. 
unt paria, ac inter ſe puznantia , & con- 


traria, vnum boni, alterum mali Secun- 
E 3 dns 


| Meditationes Sacræ. 
dus gradus eſt corum, quibus nimiùm la- 
ſa videtur maieſtas Dei in conſlutuendo 
aAduerſus eum principis affirmatiuo C 
actiuo. Quare extus baia tali audacia, ni- 
hilo minus inducunt contra deum princi- 
pium negatinum & priuatinum. Num 
volunt eſſe opus ipſius materiæ & creatu- 
ræ internum, & nitiuum. & ſubſtantiu- 
am, vt ex ſe vergat & relabatur ad con- 
fuſianem, & ad nilulum, neſciin:es eruſ- 
dem eſſe omnipotentiæ ex aliquonihilfa- 
cere, cuius ex nihilo aliquid. Tertius gra- 
dus eſt eorum, qui arctant & reftringunt 
— , priorem tantum ad actiones 
umanas, que participant ex peccato, 
quas volunt ſubſtantiuè, abſy, nexu ali- 
quo cauſarum, ex interna voluntate c 
arlutrio humanopentere, ſtatuuntij, lati- 
ores ter miuos ſcientiæ Dei, quam poteſt- 
atis, vel potius eius partis poteſtatis Dei, 
(nam & ipſa ſcientia poteſtas eſt) qua ſcit 
quam ems, qua mouet, & agit, vt p eſci- 
at quedam otioſe, que non e . & 
e preordie 


\ 


Meditationes Sacræ. rg 
præordner. Et non abſimile oft fgments, 
quod Epicurus introduxit in Democriti. 
ſmum, v. fatum (olleret , & fortuns 46. 
cum darct declinationem videlice. atoms, 
quod ſemper 4 prudentioribus inaniſu- 
mum commentum habitum eſt. Sed quie- 
quid a deo non pendet, vt autore, & prin- 
cipio, per nexus & gradus ſubordinatat 
id loco Des erit, & nouum primcipium, C7 
Deaſter quidem. Quare merito illa opi- 
ui reſpuitur, vt læſio & diminutio maie- 
fais & poteſlatis Dei. Et tamen admo- 
dum recte dicitur, quod Deus non fie 
author mali, nan quia nou author, ſed 
Guia non mali. | 


E 4 De 


| Meditationes Sacre, 


WH | 
- De eccleſia & Scrip- 


. | 18 turis. 


Proteges eos in tabernaculo tuo à 
contradictione linguarum. 
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S ntradictiones linguarum v- 
on * Ig, occurrunt extra taberng- 
3 | Dei. Aure uc ung. 
te verterit, exitum controuer- 
ſtarum non reperies niſi huc te receperis. 
Dices, verum eſt, nempe in vnitatem ec- | 
cleſiæ. Sed aduerte . Erat in tabernaculo 
Arca, & in ArcaT eſtrmonium vel tabule 
legis. Quid mihi narras corticem Taber- 
naculi, ſine nucleo teſtimony ? T aberna- 
culum ad cuſtodiendum & tradendum 
teſtimonium erat ordinatum, Eodem 3 


Meditationes Sacræ. T5 
do & eccleſie cuſtodia, c traditio per ma- 
nus ſcripturarum demandata eſt, 


ſed anima Tabernaculi 


ef teſtimonium. 
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The Coulers of good 

| - andeulllafrag- 
ment. 

| 

| 


on 
N 422 


Laa. 


Grndicent — D. N am > 


. geaque ex ele rpc ere; mc 

ten ex Gere tribuere. A 4 

| 3 Curmexcellentia Gel exuperantia meber 4. to- 

#0 genere melius. 

z3 Quod ad Heritatem vefertur mane off quam 

f gud ad oprneonem. Modus autem, (& prob. atio 

cine quod ad aim pertinet has eff. Quod 
7 ſi elam putaret fore facturas nos eſſet. 

4 Qued rem mtegram ſeruat lomum qued ſme re. 

Em eons Nam ſe recipere non poſſe i. 

potentia autem bo. 
—— confl a1 0 ilius oft ma. 
2 quam guod ex — defi — 5 
8 en per partes confider ata mara Videw- 

tor; quare & plaralitas partium maguituds- 
new pra ſe fert, forts autem opera plure- 

bites partir ſs ordo abſt, nam mducit ſimalio - 

denem mfjnits, & impedit comprebenſunem. 

EF Cuts priuatio lem, malum , Cuius privaris 

mals bonum. 

7 uod bono, bci lou, quod 4 bone re- 


baun 177 


8 Quodqua culps ſaa cenraxit, mans malum, 


quod ab extern mponituw minus lu. 

„ Quedopers, & bare no/{r.1partum ef}, ma- 

ius ben, quod ab alien * del ab m- 

dulęentia fortuna delatum oft mums bene. 

40 Gradus privationss m,, — quam gre: 
dus dimnutionts, & rurſus gradus meeyrions: 
mater Puder uam fr adn: incramenti. 


N deliberatiues the 
point is what is good 
and what is euill, and 
| of good what is rea- 
ter, and of euill what 
is the leſſe. 

So that the perſwaders labor is to 
make things appeare good or euill, 
and that in higher or lower degree, 
which as it may be perfourmed by 
true and ſolide reaſons, ſo it may be 
repreſented alſo by coulers, popula- 
tities and circumſtances, which are 
of ſuch force, as they ſway the ordi- 
narie iudgement either of a weake 
man, or ofa wiſe man, not fully and 
conſiderately attending and ponde- + 
ring the matter. Beſides their power 
to alter the nature of the ſubiect in 
appearance, and ſo to leade to 


exror, 


2 


"Pu 


they are of no leſſe vſe to quicken 


and ſtrengthen the opinions and per- 


ſwaſions which are true: for realons 


plainely deliuered, and alwaics after 


one manner eſpecially with fine and 


faſtidious mindes, enter but heauily 
and dully, whereas if they be varved 
and haue more life and vigor put 


into them by theſe fourmes and inſi- 


nuations, they cauſe a ſtronger ap- 
prehenſion, and many times ſud- 
dainely win the minde to a reſolu- 
tion. Laſtly, to male a true and ſaſe 
judgement, nothing can be of grea- 
ter vſe and defence to the minde, 
then the diſcouering and reprehen- 
ſion of theſe coulers, ſnewing in 
what caſes they hold, and in what 
they dece iue: which as it cannot be 
done, but out of a very vniuerſall 
knowledge of the nature of things, 
ſo being perfourmed, it ſo cleareth 
mans iudgement and election, as it is 
the leſſe apt to ſlide into any error. 
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A Table of Coulers, or 
apparances of good and cuiil, 
and their degrees as places of 
perſwaſion and diſſwaſion; and 


their ſeuerall fallaxes, and 
the elenches ot them. 


Cui ceteræ partes vel ſectæ ſecundas vna- 
nimiter deſcrunt, cum ſingulæ princi. 
partum ſibi vendicent melhor reliquis vi- 
detur, nam primas queque ex æelo vi- 

detur ſumere, ſecundas autem ex vo 

& merito tribuere. | 


O Cicero. went about to 
prove the See of Acada- 
miques Which ſuſpended all 
&Q alleveration, for to be the 
r ſayth he, aske a Stoicke which 
Philoſophie is true, he will preferre his 
owne : Then aske him which appro= 
cheth next the truth, he will confeſſe 


the Academiques. So deale with the E- 


p 
' 
* 252 


AT able of the Coulers 
picure that will ſcant indure the Stoicke | 
tõ be in fight of him, as ſoone as he hath 
lere himſelfe, he will place the Aca- 

iques next him, 

So ifa Prince tooke divers competi- 
tors to a place, and examined them ſe- 
uerallie home next themſelues they 
would ratheſt commend , it were like 
the ableſt man ſhould haue the molt 
fecond votes. 

The fallax of this couler hapneth 
oft in reſpe of enuy, for men are ac- 
ee after themſelues and their 
owne faction to incline to them which 
are ſofteſt, and are leaſt in their way in 
deſpite and derogation of them that 
hold them hardeſt to it. So that this 
couler of melioritie and preheminence 
is oft a ſigne of eneruation and weake- 


neſſe. 


2 Cuius excellentia vel exuperantia me- 
ur, id toto genere melius. 


AbPpertaining to this are the fourmes; 
Let vs not wander in generaluies : Let 

vs compare particular with a 
5 


of good and euill. 18 

This appearance though it ſeeme of 

ſtrength and rather Logicall then Rhe- 
toricall, yet is very oft a fallax. 

Sometimes becauſe ſome things are 

in kinde very caſuall, which it they 

os 1p proue excellent, ſo that the 


kinde is inferior, becauſcit is ſo ſubiect 
to perill, but that which is excellent 
being proued is ſuperior, as the bloſ- 
ſome of March and the bloſſome of 
May, whereof the French verſe goeth. 

Bourgeon de Mars en fant de Paris, 

Si vn eſchape, il en vant dix. | 
So that the bloſlome of May is gene- 
rally better then the bloſſome of 
March; and yet the belt bloflome of 
March is better then the beſt bloſſome 
of May. | | 

Sometimes, becauſe the nature of 
ſome kindes is tobe more equall and 
more indifferent, and not to haue very 
diſtant degrees, as hath bene noted in 
the warmer clymates, the people are 
8 wiſe, but in the Nor- 
therne climate the wits of chiefe are 
greater. So in many Armies, if the mat - 

| ter 
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AT abheof theCoulers 
ter ſhould be tryed by duell betweene 
two Champions, the victory ſhould 
on one ſide, and yet it it be tryed - 
the grolle,it would go of the other ſide; 
for excell&cies go as it were by chance, 


but kindes go by a more ceitaine na» 


ture, as by diſcipline in warre, 

Laſlly, many kindes haue much re- 
fuſe which counteruale thut which they 
haue excellent; and therefore gene · 
rally mettall is more precious then 
ſtone, and yet a dyamond is more pre- 
cious then gould. 


; Quad ad veritatem refertur mains eft 
qa quod ad opinionem. Modus au. 
tem S beben, eius quod ad 


eee 
pertinet, hiæc eſt, quod quis ſi clam puta- 


ret fore faiturus non eſſer. 


So the Epicures ſay ofthe Stoicks feli- 

eitie placed in vertue, That it is like 
the felicitie ofa Player, who it he were 
left of his Auditorie and their ap- 
plauſe, he would ſtreiglit be out of hart 
and countenance, and therefore — 
1 OT | call 


F — 
ſ 


call vertue Bonun theatrals . But of 
Riches the Poet ſayth : et 


Populus me ſobilas 95 | | \ +) 

Al mb plaudo. | Ji & 

| And of pleaſure. 3 
rata ſub ms 
andia corde prement , uultu ſmalate 


pudorem. 


The fallax of this couler is ſome what 
ſubtile, though the aunſwere to the 
example be readie, for vertue is not 
choſen propter auram popularem. But 
contrarwiſe, Marime ommium teipſias 
rteuerere, So as a vertuous man will be 
vertuous in ſolitudine, and not onely in 
| theatro, though percaſe it will be more 
ſtrong by glory and fame, as an heate 
which is doubled by reflexion; But 
that denieth the ſuppoſition, ir doth 
not reprehend the fallax whereof the 
reprehenſion is a low, that vertue (ſach 
as is ioyned with labor and conflict) 
would not be choſen but for fame and 
opinion, yet it followeth not that the 
chiefe motiue of the election ſhould: 
1 2 not 


A Table of the Coulers © 
e be reall and for it ſelfe, for fame: 
ay be onely cafe A and not 
cauſa conſtituens, vr eſſiciens. As if there 


7 a 


were two horſes, and the one would 


doo better without the ſpurre tlien 
the other : but agayne , the other 
with the ſpurre woulde farre ex- 
ceede the doing of the former, giuing 
him the ſpurre alſo; yet the latter 
will be iudged to be the better horſe, 
id the fourme as to ſay, Tuſb, the 
fe of this horſe is but tn the ſpurre, will 
not: ſerue as to a'wiſe iudgemente : 
r ſince the ordinary inſlrument of 
orſemanſhip is the ſpurre, and that 
is no manner of impediment nor 
burden, the horſe is not to bee ac- 
counted the leſle of, which will not 
do well without the ſpurre, but ra- 
ther the other is to be reckoned a de- 
licacie then a vertue, ſo glory and 
honor are as ſpurres to vertue : and 
although vertue would Janguiſh with« 
out them, yet ſince they be alwayes at 
hand to attend vertue, vertue is not to 
be ſayd the leſle, choſen for it ſelfe, 
os. ; becauſe 


| 
of good and cuil. 40 


becauſe it needeth the ſpurre of fame 
and reputation: and therefore that 
polition, Nota eius rei quod propter opt» 
nionem & non propter veritatem eligitur. 
bar oft quod quis ficlans putaret fore fat» 
rus non efſ.t 1» reprehended. 


Quo rem inteeram ſeruat bonum, 
quod ſinericeptueſf malum, Name re. 
cipere non poſſe tmpotentia genus eff, 
potentia autem bonum. 


Hkreof Arſope framed the Fable of 

"the two Frogs that conſulted togee 
ther in time of drowth (when many 
plaſhes that they had repayred to were 
dry) what was to be done, and the 
one propounded to goe donne into 
a deepe Well , becauſe it was like 
the water woulde not fayle there, 


4 


but the other aunſwered, yea but if it 
do faile how ſhall we get vp againe? 
And: the reaſon is, that humane acti - 
ons are ſo vacertayne and ſubiecte 
to perills, as that. ſeemeth the beſt 

FE 3 courſe 
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AT able of the Cauters 


_ courſe which, hath moſt paſſages out 
_ ofir,- 1 i 
Appertaining to this perſwaſion the 


fourmes are, you ſbail ingage your ſelfe, 
On the other . — 200ky vo- 
les ſumes ex fortuna, you ſhall keepe the 
matter in your owne hands. The re- 
pichenſion of it is, That proceeding and 
reſoluing in all actions is neceſſarie : tor as 
he ſayth well, Not to reſolue, is to re ſolue, 
and many times it breedes as many ne- 
ceſsities, and ingageth as farre in ſome 
other ſort as to _—_— 1 

So it is but the couetous mans diſeaſe 
tranſlated into power, for the couetous 
man will enioy nothing becauſe he will 
haue his full ſtore and poſsibilitie to 
enioy the more, ſo by this reaſon a man 

ſhoulde execute nothing becauſe hee 


ſhould be ſtill indifferent and at liber- 


tie to execute any thing. Beſides ne- 
reſsitie and this ſame iacta oft ales hath 


many times an aduantage, becauſe it a- 


waketh the powers of the minde, and 


ſtrengtheneth indeuor. Ceteris pares n- 
cc ſti: 420 corts ſuperiores eſtis. 


5 Quod 


| 21 
5s Qusd ex pluribus conſlat et diuiſibi- 
lins eſt mains quam quod ex paucioribus 
et magis vnum: nam omnia per partes 
conſiderata maiora videntur; quaye et 
pluralitas partium magnitudinem pra 
ſe fert; ſortius autem operatur plurali. 
tas partium ſi ordo abſit, num inducit 
ſimilitudinem infiniti et impedit com- 
prehenſionem. 


His couler ſeemetli palpable, for it 
is not pluralitie of partes without 
maioritie of partes that maketh the to- 
tall greater, yet neuertheleſſe it often 
carries the minde away, yea, it decey- 
ueth the ſence, as it ſeemeth to the eye 
a ſhorter diſtance of way if it be all 
dead and continued, then if it haue 
trees or buildings or any other markes 
hereby the eye may deuide it. So 
when a great moneyed man hath deui- 
died his cheſts and coines and bags, hee 
ſeemeth to himſelfe richer then hee 
was, and therefore a way to amplifie 
any thing, is to breake it, and to make 
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Axa c the Coolers 


an anatomie of it in ſeuerall artes, 


and to examine it according to ſeuerall 


circumltances, And this maketh the 
greater ſhew if it be done without or- 
der, for confuſion maketh things muſ- 
ter more, and beſides what is ſet downe 
by order and diuiſion, doth demon- 
ſtrate that nothing is left out or omit- 
ted, but all is there; whereas if it be 
without order, both the minde compre- 
hendeth leſſe that which is ſet downe, 
and beſides it leaueth a ſuſpition , as 
if more might be fayde then is ex - 
prelled, 
This couler deceyueth, if the minde 
of him that is to be perſwaded, do 
of it {e]fe ouer-conceiue or preiudge 
of the greatneſſe of any thing, for then 
the breaking of it will make it ſeeme 
leſle, becauſe it maketh it appeare 


more according to the truth, and thexe- 


fore if a man be in ſicknes or payne, 


the time will ſeeme longer without 


a clocke or howre-glaſlſe then with it, 
for the minde doth value euery mo- 
ment, and then the howre doth ue 

ther 


good and euill. 2 
ther ſumme vp the moments then de- 
ui de the day. So in a dead _ 
the way ſeemeth the longer, becauſe 
the eye hath preconceyued it ſhorter 
then the truth : and the fruſtrating of 
that maketh it ſeeme longer then the 
truth. Therefore if any man haue an 
ouergreat opinion of any thing, then if 
an other thinke by breaking it into ſe - 
uerall conſiderations, he ihall make it 
ſeeme greater to him, he will be decey- 
ued, and there fore in ſuch caſes it is not 
ſite to deuide, but to extoll the cutie 
ſtill in generall. 

An other caſe herein this couler 
deceyueth, is, when the matter broken 
or deuided is not comprehended by 
the ſence or minde at once in reſpect 
of the diſtracting or ſcattering of it, 
and being intire and not deuided, is 
comprehcaded, as a hundred poundes 
in heapes of five poundes will ihewe 
more, then in one grolle heape, fo 
as the heapes be all vppon one table 
to be ſcene at once, otherwiſe not, 
or flowers growing ſcattered in di- 

vers 


5 


Af cer 
ners beds will ſhewe, more then if 
they did grow in one bed, ſoasallthoſe 
beds be within a plot that they be ob- 
ic to view at once,otherwiſe not; and 
therefore men whole liuing lieth toge- 
ther in one Shire, are commonly coun- 
ted greater landed then thoſe whoſe li- 
uings are diſperſed though it be more, 
becauſe of the notice and comprehen- 
ſion. | 

A third caſe wherein this coulet de- 
ceiueth, and it is not fo properly a caſe 
or reprehenſion as it is a counter couler 
being in effect as large as the couler 
it ſelte, and that is, Ommis compo ſitio in- 
digentie cuinſdam videtur eſſe particeps, 
becauſe if one thing would ſerue the 
turne it were euer beſt, but the de- 
fect and imperfections of things hath 
brought in that help ro piece them vp 
as it is ſayd, Martha Martha attendis ad 
plarima, vnum ſufficit. So likewiſe here- 
upon Aeſope tramed the Fable of the 
Fox and the Cat, whereas the Fox brag- 
ped what a number of ſhifts and deuiſes 

had to get from the houndes, 8 
ä | | tne 


12 good and enill. k 23 
the Catte ſaide ſhe had bur one, which 
vas to clime a tree, which in proofe was 
better worth then all the relt, whereof 
the prouerbe grew, Multa nonit Vulpes 
fed Felis n magnum. And inthe mo- 
rall of this fable it comes likewiſe to 

aſſe · That a good ſure friend isa better 
alien at a pinch, then all the ſtratagems 
and pollicies ot a mans owne wit. So it 
falleth out to bee a common errout in 
negociating, whereas men haue 
realons to induce or perſuade, they 
ſtriue commonly to vtter and vſe them 
all at once, which weakeneth them. For 
it argueth as was ſaid, a needines in eue- 
ry of the reaſons by it ſelfe, as if one did 
not truſt to any of them, but fled from 
one to another, helping himſelſe onely 
with that. E gaze non proſunt ſingula mul 
ta innant, Indeed iu a ſet ſpeech in an 
aſſemblie it is expected a man ſhoulde 
vſe all his reaſons in the caſe hee hand- 
leth, but in priuate perſwaſions it is al- 
wayes a great errour. | 
A fourth caſe wherein this colour 
may -bee reprehended is Eo” of 
d 


| AT able of the Conlers 
FR that ſame vis vnita fortior, according to 
| - the tale of the French King, that when 
ith | the Emperours Amb. had recited hit 
LMS mayſters ſtile at large vhich conſilteth 
| of many countries and dominions: the 
French King willed his Chauncellor or 
other miniſter to repeate and ſay ouer 
Fraunce as many times as the other had 
recited the ſeuerall dominions, inten- 
ding it was equiualent with them all, & 
| belide more compacted and vnited. 
There is alſo appertayning to this 
couler an other point, why breaking of 
a thing doth helpe it, not by way ot ad- 
ding a ihew of magnitude vnto it, but 
a note of excellency and raritic; where- 
of the fourmes are, Where ſhall you finde 
1 ſuch a concurrence: Great but not compleat, 
tor it ſeemes a leſle worke of nature or 
tortune to make any thing in his kinde 
greater then ordinaric, then to make a 
ſtraunge compoſition. 

Yet if it bee natrowly conſidered, 
this colour will bee reprehended or in- 
countred by imputing to all excellen- 
cies in compoſitions a kind of pouertie 

or 


— — — 


of good and enill. 24 
or at leaſt a caſualty or icopardy, for ſrõ 
that which is excellent in greatnes ſom 

vrhat may be taken, ur there may be de · 
cayʒ and yet ſufhciencie left, but from 
that which hath his price in compoſiti- 
on if you take away any thing, or any 

part doe fay le all is diſgraced. 


4. Cuius prinatio bona, malum , cuing 
priuatio mala, bonum. 


9 formes to make it conceyued 
that that was euill which is chaun- 
ged for the bettet are, He that is in bell 
thinkes there it no other heauen, Satis 
quercus, Acornes were good till bread was 
found &c, And ofthe other ſide the 
tormes to make it conceyued that that 
was good which was chaunged for the 
worſe are, Bona magit carendo quam fru- 
endo ſentimus, Bona a tergo formoſſitma, 
Good things neuer appear in their full beau- 
tie, till they turne their backe and be going 


away, & c. The reprehenſion of this 
colour is, that the good or euil which is 
remoued 
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AT able of the Coulers 

remoued may be eſteemed good or euil 
coparatiuely and nor poſitiuely or ſim- 
ply. So that if the priuation bee good, it 
tollows not the former condition was e- 


uil, but leſſe good, for the flower or blo- 
ſſome is a politme good, although the re- 
moue of it to giue place to the fruite be 
a comparatiue good. So in the tale of 
Eſope; when the olde fainting man in 
the heat of the day caſt downe his bur- 
then & called for death; & when death 
came to know his will with him, ſaid it 


was for nothing but to helpe him vppe 


_ with his burthenagayne- it doth not 


follow that becauſe death which was the 
priuation of the burthen was ill, there- 

fore the burthen was good. And in this 
parte the ordinarie forme of Malum ne- 


| ceſſarium aptly reprehendeth this co- 


lour, for Prizatio mali neceſſary eſt ma- 
la, and yet that doth not conuert the na- 
ture of the neceſlarie cuil, but it is euill. 

Againe it commeth ſometimes to 
paſſe, that there is an equalitie in the 
chaunge or priuation, and as it were a 


the 


of good and exill, 25 
the corruption ofthe one good is a ge- 
neration of the other, Sorts _ Equus 
vtrigue eſt : And contrarie the remedy 
of the one euill is the occaſion and cõ- 
mencement of an other, as in Scilla and 


Charibdis. 


7. Qod bono vicinum, bonum. quod 
4 bono remotum malum. 


— is the nature of thinges, that 
thinges contrarie and diſtant in na- 
ture and qualitie are alſo ſeuered and 
diſioyned in place, and thinges like and 
conſenting in qualitie are placed, and 
as it were quartered together, for part 
ly in — of the nature to ſpredde 
multiplie and infe ct in ſimilitude, an 
partly in regard of the nature to break, 
2 and alter that which is diſagree- 
able and contrarie, moſt thinges do ey- 
ther aſſociate and draw neere to them- 
ſelues the like, or at leaſt aſſimulate to 
themſelues that which approcheth neer 
them, and doe alſo diiue away, 2 
; an 


| | 
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and exterminate their contraries, And 


that is the reaſon commonly yeelded 


why the middle region ofthe aire ſhold 
be coldeſt, becauſe the Sunne and ſtars 
are eyther hot by direct beames or by 
re ſle ion. The direct beames heate 
the vpper region, the reſſe cted beames 
from the earth and ſeas heate the lower 


RNegion. That v hich is in the middeſt 


being furtheſt diſtant in place from 


theſe two Regions ot heate are moſt di- 
ſtant in nature that is coldeſt, which is 
that they tearme colde or hot, per anti- 
periſtaſin, that is inuironing by contra- 
ries, which was pleaſantly taken holde 
of by him that ſaid that an honeſt man 
in theſe daies muſt needes be more ho- 
neſt then in ages heretofore, propter a 
tiperiſtaſin becauſe the thutting of him 
in the middelt of contraries mult needs 
make the honeſty ſtronger and more 
compact in it ſelte. ; 

The reprehenſion of this colour is, 
firſt many things of amplitude in their 
kind doe as it were ingroſſe to them- 


ſelues all, and leaue that which is next 
| them 


of good and euill. 20 


them moſt deſtitute, as the ſhootes or 
vnderwood that grow neare a great and 
ſpread tree, is the molt pyned & ſhrub< 
bie wood of the acld, becauſe the great 
tree doth deprive and decciue them of 
ſappe and nouriſhment. So he ſaith wel, 
Dimnitis ſerui maxime ſerui: And the com- 
pariſon was pleaſant of him that come 
pared couttiers attendant inthe courtes 
of princes without great place or office, 
to falting dayes, which were next the 

holy daies, but otherwiſe were the lea- 
act dayes in all the weeke, 

An other reprehenſion is, that things 
of ercatnes _ predominancie, though 
they doe not extenuate the thinges ad- 
ioyning in fubſtance; yet they drowne 
them and obſcure them in ihew and ap- 
pearance. And therefore the Aſtro- 
nomers ſay, that whereas in all other 
planets coniunction is the perfcRett 
amitie: the Sunne contrariw iſe is good 
by aſpect, but euill by coniunction. 
A third reprehenſion is becauſe euill 
approcheth to good ſometimes for con- 
cealement, 1 for protection, 

| all 
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AT able ofthe colours 


and good to euill for converſion and re- 
formation. So hipocriſie draweth neer 
to religion for couert & hy ding it felfe: 
Sepe latet vitium procinitate boni, & San- 
ctuary men which were cõmonly inor- 
dinate men & malefactors, were wont to 
be neereſt to prieſtes and Prelates and 
holy men, bh the maieſtie of good 
thinges is ſuch, as the confines of them 
are reuered. On the other ſide our Sa- 
uiour charged with neerenes of Publi- 
canes and rioters ſaid, The Phiſitian ap- 
procheth the ficke, rather then the whole. 


4. Quod quis culpa ſua contraxit, maius 
malum, quod ab externis imponitur, 
minus malum. 


- 


T He reaſon is becauſe the ſting and 

remorſe of the mind accuſing it ſelfe 
doubleth all aduerfitic, contrarywiſe 
the conſidering and recording inwardly 
that a man is cleare and free from fault, 
andiuſt imputation, doth attemper out- 
ward calamities: For if the euill bee in 
| rhe 


the ſence and in the conſcience both, 
there is a gemination of it, but if euill be 
in the one and comfort in the other, it 
is a kind of compenſation. So the Poets 
in trage dies doe make the molt paſsio-—- 
nate lamentations, and thoſe that fore- 
runne final diſpaire, to be accuſing, que- 
ſlioning and torturing of a mans ſelte. 
Seq;unum clamat canſaq caputqmalum, 
& contrariwiſe the extremities of wor- 
thie perſons haue beene annihilated in 
the conſideration of their one good 
deſcruing. Beſides when the euill com- 
meth from without, there is left a kinde 
of cuaporation of griefe, if it come by 
humane iniurie, eyther by indignation 
and meditating of reuenge from our 
ſelues, or by expecting or foreconcey- 
uing that NN emeſis and retribution will 
take holde of the authours of our hart, 
or if it bee by fortune or accident, yet 
there is left a kinde of cxpoſtulanon as 
 gainſt the diuine powers. 
eAtque Deos atque aſtra vocat crudelia 
marer, | 
But where the cuill is deriued from a 
G 3 mans 
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mans own fault there all ſtrikes deadly 


inwardesand ſuffocateth. 25 

The reprehenſion of this colour is 
firſt in reſpect of hope, for reforma- 
tion of our faultes is in »oſire poteſtate, 
but amendment of our fortune ſimplie 
is not. Therefore Demoſthenes in many 
of his orations ſayth thus to the people 


of eAthens, That Which hauing regarde 


to the time paſt it the worſt pomte and cir- 


cumſtance of all the reſt, that as to the time 


to come it the beſt: What is that? Euen 
this, that by your ſloth, irreſolution, and 
miſponernement, your affaires are growne 
to this declination and decay. For bad yon 
vſed and ordered your meanes and ſorcet to 
the beſt, and done your partes every Way to 
the full, and notwithſtanding your matters 
ſhould haue gone backwards in this manner 
as they doc, there bad beene no hope left ef 


recouerie or reparation, but fince it bath 


beene onely by your ove errours c. S 
EpifFerus in his degrees ſaith, The worſt 


fate of man is to accuſe externe things, het · 


ter then that to accuſe a mans ſelfe, and beſt 


* — 
of goed and - 28 
Another reprehenſion of this colour 
| is in reſpect of the wel bearing of euils, 
where with a man can charge no bodie 
| but bimſelfe, which maketh them the 

| leſle. 
Lene fit quod bene fertur onus. And 
| therefore manynatures, that are eyther 
exrreamely proude and will take no 
fault to themſelues, or els very true, and 
cleauing to themſelues (when they ſee 
the blame of any thing that falles out 
ill muſt light vpon themſelues) haue no 
other ſhift but to beare it out wel, and 
to make the leaſt of it, for as wee ſee 
when ſometimes a fault is committed, 
& before it be known who is to blame, 
much adoe is made of it, but after if it 
appeare to be done by a ſonne, or by a 
wife, or by a neere friend, then it is light 
made of. So much more hen a man 
muſt take it vpon himſelfe. And there- 
fore it is commonly ſcene that women 
that marrie husbandes of their owne 
chooſing againſt their friends corfſents, 
ifthey be neuer ſo ill vſed. yet you ſhall 
ſeldome ſee them W but to ſet 
3 4 
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A Table of the colouss 
a good face on it. 


6. Quod opera C virtute noſtra partum 
eſt mains bonum; quod ab alieno bene- 
ficio, vel ab indulgentia fortunæ dela- 


tum eſt miuus bonum. 


TH- reaſons are firſt the future hope, 


becauſe in the fauours of others or 
the good windes of fortune e haue no 


ſtate or certainty, in our endeuours or a- 


bilities we haue. So as chen they haue 


purchaſed vs one good fortune, We haue 
them as ready and better edged and in- 
ured to procure another. Lt 
The formes be, you haue wonne this by 

play. yen haue not onely the water, but you 

haue the receu, you can malt it againe if it 
be loſt &. | 

| Next becauſe theſe properties which 
we inioy by the benefite of others car 
with them an obligation, which ſeemet 


a kindeot burthen, whereas the other 


which derive frõ cur ſelues, are like the 
freeſt patents abſgz alquo inde reddendo, 


: 
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of good and cuill. 26 


and if they proceede from fortune or 


rouidence, yet they ſeeme to touch vt 
ecreatly with the reuerence of the di- 


uine powers whoſe fauours we taſt, and 
therfore worke a kind of religious fears 


and reſtraint,whereas in the other kind, 
that come to paſſe which the Prophet 


ſpeaketh, Lætantur & exultant , inamo- 


lant plagis ſuit, & ſacrificant reti ſuo. 
Thirdely becauſe that which com- 


meth vnto vs without our one virtue, 


yeeldeth not that commendation and 
reputation, for actions of great felicitie 
may drawe wonder, but prayſeleſſe, as 
Cicero ſaid to Ceſar; Quæ mirem babe · 
mus, que laudemus expectamus. 

Fourthly becauſe the purchaſes of 
our own induſtrie are ioyned commons» 
ly with labour and ſtrife which giues an 
edge and appetite, and makes the fruiti 
on of our deſire more pleaſant, Saauis cis 
buta venat u. 

On the other ſide there bee fowre 
counter colours to this colour rather 
then reprehenſions, becauſe they be as 


large as the colour it ſelfe, firſt becauſe 
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felicitic ſeemeth to bee a character of 
the fauour and loue of the diume pow- 


ers, and accordingly worketh both con- 
fidence in our ſelues and reſpecte and 


autlioritie from others. And this felici- 
tie extendeth to many caſuall thinges, 
whereunto the care or virtue of man 
cannot extend, and therefore ſeemeth 
to be a larger goad, as when Ceſar ſayd 


to the ſayler, ( æſarem portas & fortuna 


cius, if he had taide, & virtutem eius, it 
had beene ſmali comtort againſt a tem- 
peſt otherwiſe then if it might ſeeme 
vpon merite to induce fortune. 

Next, whatſoeuer is done by vertue 
and induſtrie, ſeemes to be done by a 
kinde of habite and arte, and - an Be 
open to be imitated and followed, 
Whereas felicitie is imitable: So wee 
generally ſee , that things of nature 


ſeeme more excellent then things of 


arte, becauſe they be imitable, for 

quod imitabile eſt potentia quadans uniga- 

tum (ft, 

Thirdly, felicitie commendeth thoſe 

thiags which cameth without our 
QWNEC 


hn 
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owne labor, for they ſeeme gifts, and 
the other ſeemes penyworths : where; 
upon Plutarch ſayth elegantly of the 
actes of Timoleon ho was fo fortunate, 
compared with the actes of Apeſileus 
and Epaminendas , T bat they were liks 
Homers verſes they ranne ſo eafily and ſo 
well, and therefore it is the word we 
giue vnto poeſie, terming it a happie 


vaine, becauſe facilitie ſeemeth euer to 


come from happines. 

Fourthly , this ſame prater ſpem, vel 
prater expetiatum ; doth increaſe the 
price and pleaſure of many things, and 
this cannot be incident to thoſe things 
that proccede from our owne care, and 


| compalle. 


* 


quam gradus diminutionis; & rurſus 
gradus inceptionis maior videtur quan 
gradus incrementi. 


II is a poſition in the Mathematiques 
that there is no proportion betweene 


ſome - 
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| ſomewhat and nothing, therefore the 
degree of nullitie and quidditie or act, 
ſeemeth larger then the degrees of in- 
creaſe and decreaſe, as to a monoculos 
it is more to looſe one eye, then to a 
man that hath two eyes. 90 if one haue 
| loſt divers children, it is more griefe to 
him to looſe the laſt then ail the reſt, 
becauſe he is ſpes gregis, And therefore 
Sybilla when ſhe 33 her three 
books, and had burned two, did double 
the whole price of both the other, be · 
cauſe the ks of that had bin gre« 
dus prinationis, and not dinumutionzs. 
T his couler is reprehended firſt in thoſe 
things, the vſe and ſeruice whereof re- 
ſteth in ſufficiencie, competencie, or 
determinate quantitie, as if a man be 
to pay one hundreth poundes vpon a 
penaltie, it is more for him to want xii 
pence, then after that xii pence ſuppo- 
ſed to be wanting, to want ten ſhillings 
more: So the decay of a mans eſtate 
ſeemes to be moſt touched in the de- 
gree when he firſt growes behinde, 
more then afterwards when he proues 
| : nothing 


would tell them, Their way was onely 
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nothing worth. And hereof the com- 
mon fourmes are, Scra in fundo par ſimo. 
nia, and as good neuer awlut, as neuer 
the bettet, &c. It is reprehended alſo 
in reſpe & of that notion, Cerraptis v- 
wing , generatio viterins , ſo that gradus 
8 is many times leſle matter, 

ecauſe it giues the cauſe, and motiue 
to lome new courſe, As when 'Demoſt - 
benes reprehended the people for hark- 
ning to the conditions offercdiby Kin 
Phillip, being not honorable nor equall, 
he lait h they were but elements of their 
ſloth and weakenes, which if they were 
taken away, necehitie woulde teach 
them ſtronger reſolutions, So Doctor 
Hector was wont to Dames of London, 
when they complayned they were they 


could not tell how, but yet they could 


not endure to take any medicine, he 


to be ſicke, for then they would be glad 

to take any medicine. 
Thirdly, this couler may be repre- 
hendcd , in reſpect that the _— of 
| | ecreaſe 
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decreaſe is more ſenſitiue, then the de- 
gree of priuation; for in the minde of 
man, gradus diminutionis may worke a 
wavering betweene hope and feare,and 
ſo keepe the minde in ſuſpence from 
ſetling and accommodating in patibee, 
and reſolution; hereof the common 
fourmes are, Better eye ont, then al aye! 

ake, make or matre, &c. ; 
For the ſecond braunch of this couler, 
it —— vpon the (ame generall rea- 
ſon : hence grew the common place of 
extolling the beginning of every thing, 
Dimidiũ qui bene capit habet. This made 
the Allrologers ſo idle as to iudge of a 
mans nature and deltiny by the conſtel- 
lation of the moment of his natwitie, 
or conception, This couler 1s repre · 
hended, becauſe many inceptions are 
but as Epicurus termeth them, tenta- 
ments, that is, imperfect offers, and 
eſlayes, which vaniſh and come to no 
ſubſtance without an iteration, ſo as in 
fuch caſes the ſecond degree ſeemes the 
worthyeſt, as the body- horſe 5 
Cart, 


of good and euill. 32 
Cart, that draweth more then the fore - 
horſe, hereot the common fourmes are, 
The ſecond blow maky: the fray, The ſee 
cond word makes the 1 Alter prin- 
ehium dedit, alter abſtulit, &e. Another 
reprehenſion of this couler is in reſpect 
of defatigation, which makes perſeue- 
Ae of greater dignitie then inception, 
but let ſed aftettion or iudgement ma- 
keth the continuance, | 
Thirdly, this couler is reprehended 
in ſuch things which haue a naturall 
courſe, and inclination contrary to an 
inception. So that the inception is con- 
tinually euacuated and gets no ſtart, 
but there behoueth perpetus ince ptio, 
as in the common fourme . Non pro- 
Na eſt regredi, Qui non proficit, deficit: 
unning againſt the hill: Rowing as» 
gainſt the "anna For if it be with 


the ſtreame or with the hill, then the 
degree of inception is more then al 
the reſt, 

Fourthly, this couler is to be vnder- 
ſtoode of gradus inceptionis 4 3 
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ad attum comparatus; cum gradu ab alla 


ad incrementum, : For other, wator 
 videtur gradus ab impottntia ad 
= ||| porentiam quam a potentia 
if = | | ad alt um, 
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